
Reformational Study Centre

Building an online library of scriptural resources for churches in the Majority World

Dunnville Canadian
Reformed Church

Rev. Ryan Kampen
rjkampen@gmail.com

Homepage:
refstudycentre.com

Christian Library:
christianstudylibrary.org

Introduction The calendar indicates that we’re already near the end of January 2021, but hopefully it’s

not too late to ask you to look back for a few moments at the concluding months of 2020

and the work of the Reformational Study Centre during that time. With deep thankfulness

we can indeed observe that the Lord was gracious to sustain the Study Centre, and even

increase its work and usefulness in his kingdom. He has used the pandemic for refining

and teaching the church, and if that were all he was doing, it would be far more than what

we deserve. But he has also used the pandemic to open up even more opportunities for the

Word to make a deep impression in this world, especially in the young church. For the

RSC, last year saw more pastors sign up for its services than any other year. The number

of pastors that the RSC is helping is now more than 11,000. That tells us not only that

there are so many pastors who are in great need of services that we can offer, but also that

the Word is making huge inroads on the continents of Africa and Asia! And so we rejoice

with the RSC that the Lord is pleased to use humble, weak servants as instruments in his

hands for the promoting of his universal reign!

Some of the theologians at the Reformational Study Centre are here having a
brainstorming session with other pastors in relation to Living Word,

our sermon outline project.

Here then follows a report from Rev. Kampen on some of the recent developments related

to the ministry of the RSC over the final few months of 2020.
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Joining the
Work

If you make it a habit of reading the short reports of our Council meetings (and I hope it’s

a habit for all who are now reading this newsletter!), what I share here may not be

breaking news for you, but it is still very much newsworthy. In late 2020, our Council

received word from the Council of the new church on the block, Niagara South, that it

would like to officially support us in our foreign mission project! As Council we were

delighted to receive this notice, and I can add that as Study Centre we rejoiced to see this

development! Who of us, as either congregation or Study Centre, could have anticipated

something like this when we set out together nearly three years ago now? It reminded us

that the work and future of the Study Centre are not in our hands, but in the Lord’s, which

is always the best place for anything to be!

With the pledged support of Niagara South, we have another church that will join us in

regularly praying for the Lord to guide and prosper the work of the RSC. This is so

encouraging to us as labourers in the work. We never want to be found guilty of trying to

run ahead of the Lord in the work he gives us; we want instead to remain his slaves, fully

dependent on him for direction and guidance, and for seeing new ways in which we can

help the young church. The prayers of the saints are instruments in the hands of the Lord

to keep us in our place! So this blessing alone is enough to fill our cup of joy to

overflowing!

Yet our abundantly generous God gives even more. With Niagara South’s arrival on the

scene, the Lord has brought us into a position where we can more easily expand the work.

Time will tell how exactly we make use of Niagara South’s support, but it does open up

our opportunities to bring in additional help in the work, whether part-time or more. We

approach also this in dependence upon the Lord, knowing that at his time he will provide

what he has in store for us.

So let me take the liberty here of giving a hearty welcome and thank you to Niagara

South! May the Lord see fit to bless this joint venture, and with it “do far more

abundantly than all that we ask or think” (Eph. 3:20)!

Daily Labours Now what about the work itself? With thankfulness my various tasks could continue

apace in the last quarter of the year. December was a month where I spent more time

away from the study than in it, for two main reasons, the birth of our daughter at the end

of November, and some vacation time in the second half of the month. These are of

course two happy reasons for time away from the work, with the safe arrival of Serena

Bethany as far and away the more joyful reason of the two! As family we have been

amazed again at the grace and kindness of our God, and humbled afresh that the LORD
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uses weak and sinful instruments to raise his covenant children. Little Serena is doing

very well, already growing way too fast! And Charlie…well, he is quite enjoying his new

role as older brother. The LORD is good; he is always good!

And so we acknowledge his goodness again in the work. We are still working toward the

release of the Living Word software online, and are trying to exercise patience while we

wait for that! But the Lord is providing for us here too, and so we wait for his time.

Otherwise, I can close off with some of the usual statistics regarding work done in

connection with the Christian Library:

 Number of article listings uploaded by other theologians that I subsequently

edited and published on the site: 69.

 Number of translated articles that workers have edited and of which I have made

a final review: 18.

 Number of children’s devotions that volunteers have edited: 20.

Building our physical library is vital for many of our services, including
The Timothy Project and Living Word. Currently we have over 32,000 catalogued

books (including ebooks), the great majority of which have been
generously donated to us from all over the world.

Concluding
Remarks

That brings this newsletter to a close. Also on behalf of my family, thank you,

congregation, for your continued prayers for our family, for my work, and for the Study

Centre as a whole. May the LORD bless and keep you all during these challenging times!

Points for
Prayer

 Give thanks for Niagara South coming on board.

 Give thanks for the increase in the number of pastors we are assisting.

 Pray for the Lord to guide us into this year, and for us to have the humility to

follow where he leads.
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